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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S : C. 102(e) as being unpatentable over Chiles et al. 
(U.S. 6,167,567). 

Chiles et al disclose claims: 

1 . A method to facilitate automated software installation on a remote computer over the Internet, 
comprising: 

initializing the remote computer with a custom operating system (245), wherein the custom 
operating system allows access to the remote computer over the Internet (col.7, lines2-30); 
providing an archive locator to the remote computer, wherein the archive locator is one of, a 
uniform resource locator (URL) and a proprietary resource locator (col.8, lines 33-63); 
requesting an archive from a site specified by the archive locator, wherein the archive includes 
an operating system and desired software packages pre-configured for the remote computer; 
downloading the archive to the remote computer from the site specified by the archive locator 
(90); and 

re-initializing the remote computer with the operating system and software packages in the 
archive (col.24, line 55-col.28, line45). 
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2. The method of claim 1, further comprising loading the custom operating system into the 
remote computer during installation of the remote computer (245). 

3. The method of claim 1 , further comprising initializing the remote computer automatically with 
the custom operating system when power is applied to the remote computer (col.l 1, lines 18-33). 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising: creating the archive; storing the archive at a site 
on the Internet accessible using the archive locator; and upon receiving an authorized request for 
the archive from the remote computer, downloading the archive to the remote computer (col. 8, 
lines 33-64). 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein creating the archive involves: 

specifying the operating system and software packages to be included; installing the operating 
system and software packages on a configuration computer compatible with the remote 
computer; testing the operating system and software packages on the configuration computer; 
creating a snapshot of the operating system and software packages; including a configuration file 
within the snapshot; and saving the snapshot at the site specified by the archive locator for 
download by the remote computer, wherein the snapshot including the configuration file is the 
archive (col. 8, line 64-col.lO, line 50). 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the configuration file includes data for configuring the 
operating system, network parameters, and software packages (col.4, lines 1-8). 
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7. The method of claim 1, wherein providing the archive locator includes providing the archive 
locator over the Internet ("URL", col.4, line 8-col.5, line 38). 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein providing the archive locator includes providing the archive 
locator in a command line parameter during initialization of the remote computer (col.4, lines 43- 
65). 

9. A computer-readable storage medium storing instructions that when executed by a computer 
cause the computer to perform a method to facilitate automated software installation on a remote 
computer over the Internet, the method comprising: initializing the remote computer with a 
custom operating system, wherein the custom operating system allows access to the remote 
computer over the Internet; providing an archive locator to the remote computer, wherein the 
archive locator is one of, a uniform resource locator (URL) and a proprietary resource locator; 
requesting an archive from a site specified by the archive locator, wherein the archive includes 
an operating system and desired software packages pre-configured for the remote computer; 
downloading the archive to the remote computer from the site specified by the archive locator; 
and re-initializing the remote computer with the operating system and software packages in the 
archive (col.3, line 48-col.5, line 57). 

10. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 9, the method further comprising loading 
the custom operating system into the remote computer during installation of the remote computer 
(245). 

1 1 . The computer-readable storage medium of claim 9, the method further comprising 
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initializing the remote computer automatically with the custom operating system when power is 
applied to the remote computer (col.l 1 } lines 18-33). 

12. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 9, the method further comprising: creating 
the archive; storing the archive at a site on the Internet accessible using the archive locator; and 
upon receiving an authorized request for the archive from the remote computer, downloading the 
archive to the remote computer (col. 8, line 64-col.lO, line 50). 

13. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 12, wherein creating the archive involves: 
specifying the operating system and software packages to be included; installing the operating 
system and software packages on a configuration computer compatible with the remote 
computer; testing the operating system and software packages on the configuration computer; 
creating a snapshot of the operating system and software packages; including a configuration file 
within the snapshot; and saving the snapshot at the site specified by the archive locator for 
download by the remote computer, wherein the snapshot including the configuration file is the 
archive (col.4, lines 1-8). 

14. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 13, wherein the configuration file includes 
data for configuring the operating system, network parameters, and software packages (claims 6, 
15,23,31) 

15. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 9, wherein providing the archive locator 
includes providing the archive locator over the Internet (see "URL"). 
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16. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 9, wherein providing the archive locator 
includes providing the archive locator in a command line parameter during initialization of the 
remote computer ("URL", col.4, line 8-col.5, line 38). 

17. An apparatus that facilitates automated software installation on a remote computer over the 
Internet, comprising: an initializing mechanism that is configured to initialize the remote 
computer with a custom operating system, wherein the custom operating system allows access to 
the remote computer over the Internet; a providing mechanism that is configured to provide an 
archive locator to the remote computer, wherein the archive locator is one of a uniform resource 
locator (URL) and a proprietary resource locator; a requesting mechanism that is configured to 
request an archive from a site specified by the archive locator, wherein the archive includes an 
operating system and desired software packages pre-configured for the remote computer; a 
downloading mechanism that is configured to download the archive to the remote computer from 
the site specified by the archive locator; and a re-initializing mechanism that is configured to re- 
initialize the remote computer with the operating system and software packages in the archive 
(col.7, line 33-col.9, line 48). 

18. The apparatus of claim 17, further comprising a loading mechanism that is configured to load 
the custom operating system into the remote computer during installation of the remote computer 
(col.7, line 67-col.8, line 23). 

19. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the initializing mechanism is further configured to 
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initialize the remote computer automatically with the custom operating system when power is 
applied to the remote computer (col.31, line 55-col.32, line 24). 

20. The apparatus of claim 17, further comprising: a creating mechanism that is configured to 
creating the archive; a storing mechanism that is configured to store the archive at a site on the 
Internet accessible using the archive locator; and wherein the downloading mechanism is further 
configured to download the archive to the remote computer (col. 8, lines 33-64). 

21. The apparatus of claim 20, further comprising: a specifying mechanism that is configured to 
specify the operating system and software packages to be included; an installing mechanism that 
is configured to install the operating system and software packages on a configuration computer 
compatible with the remote computer; a testing mechanism that is configured to test the 
operating system and software packages on the configuration computer; wherein the creating 
mechanism is further configured to create a snapshot of the operating system and software 
packages; an including mechanism that is configured to include a configuration file within the 
snapshot; and a saving mechanism that is configured to save the snapshot at the site specified by 
the archive locator for download by the remote computer, wherein the snapshot including the 
configuration file is the archive (see flow chart of fig.5A-5D, steps 503-596). 

22. The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the configuration file includes data for configuring the 
operating system, network parameters, and software packages (col.4, lines 1-8). 
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23. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein providing the archive locator includes providing the 
archive locator over the Internet ("URL"). 

24. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein providing the archive locator includes providing the 
archive locator in a command line parameter during initialization of the remote compute (col.4, 
lines 43-65). 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey Pwu whose telephone number is 571 272-6798. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David 
Wiley can be reached on 571 272-3923. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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